Molecular screening for colon cancer detection.
Screening for colorectal cancer is a widely debated issue. Faecal occult blood testing is, at present, the only single test available which is applicable to large populations. However, progress in the definition of genetic alterations in the aetiopathogenesis both of sporadic and hereditary colorectal cancer have made it possible to set up molecular methods for identifying subjects with colorectal cancer or who are at risk of developing it. The target genes involved and the source of genomic material to be studied are different for sporadic and hereditary conditions and determine the type of test to use.